
 

Liberty’s Journey    

Compelling 

Question 

Who is we? 

C3 Framework 

Dimensions 

D1.1.9-12. Explain how a question reflects an enduring issue in 

the field. 

D1.2.9-12. Explain points of agreement and disagreement experts 

have about interpretations and applications of disciplinary 

concepts and ideas associated with a compelling question. 

D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and 

groups to assess how the significance of their actions changes 

over time and is shaped by the historical context. 

D2.His.7.9-12. Explain how the perspectives of people in the 

present shape interpretations of the past. 

D2.His.12.9-12. Use questions generated about multiple 

historical sources to pursue further inquiry and investigate 

additional sources. 

D2.His.16.9-12. Integrate evidence from multiple relevant 

historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument 

about the past. 

D3.1.9-12. Gather relevant information from multiple sources 

representing a wide range of views while using the origin, 

authority, structure, context, and corroborative value of the 

sources to guide the selection. 

D3.4.9-12. Refine claims and counterclaims, attending to 

precision, significance, and knowledge conveyed through the 

claim while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both. 

D4.1.9-12. Construct arguments using precise and 

knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, 

while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses. 

Staging the 

Compelling 

Question 

Read paragraphs 8- 10 of Susan B. Anthony’s Is It A Crime to 

Vote? and discuss the idea of evaluating who is included in we of 

we the people. 

 

Read Washington’s Letter to A Hebrew Congregation and 

discuss what policies of liberty are worth imitation at this point.  

 

Read Lincoln’s Address at Independence Hall and discuss what 

hope was given to the world. 



Supporting 

Question 1*
 

Supporting Question 2*
  Supporting 

Question 3*
 

What groups of people 

are experiencing liberty 

for all at this time in U.S. 

history? 

What groups of people are excluded 

from experiencing liberty for all at 

this time in U.S. history? 

How can the excluded 

groups start to experience 

liberty for all? 

Formative 

Performance 

Task*
 

Formative 

Performance Task*
 

Formative 

Performance 

Task*
 

Annotate the document 

for that period for 

evidence of which groups 

of people are 

experiencing liberty, 

making special note of 

any new groups of people 

experiencing liberty. 

List the groups not yet experiencing 

liberty. 

 

Propose ways for these 

groups to begin to 

experience liberty. 

Featured Sources*
 Featured Sources*

 Featured Sources*
 

See Resource List Below  See Resource List Below  See Resource List Below  

*
At the end of each period, for Periods 3-9 of AP U.S. History, go through the three steps 

above using the documents listed for each period in the source list below. The top source for 

each period is the key document for the first task for each period. 

Summative 

Performance Task 

Argument 

(Project) 

Who is we? 

 

Construct a project that addresses how the 

we of we the people changes over time in 

the United States from 1787 till today while 

identifying what groups are still being 

excluded. 

Extension 

Create a social media campaign for how 

currently excluded groups of people can 

begin to experience full liberty. 

Acceptable 

Projects 

Artistic Expression, Documentary, Comic 

Book, Illustrated Children’s Book, Website. 



Taking Informed 

Action 

Understand  
Who in the school community needs to 

experience greater liberty? 

Assess 
What solutions are there, and how feasible are 

they? 

Act 
Write a letter to the local school board 

advocating for more liberty for marginalized 

groups in the school 

 

Argument Stems:  
• Liberty achieved its fullness in the words of the U.S. Constitution and does not need to 

expand in scope. 

• Liberty has successfully included all of we and has no new places to be extended. 

• Liberty has expanded since 1800 but still must be expanded to include one or more 

excluded groups. 

 

Sources Used: 
• Staging the Compelling Question 

o Susan B. Anthony – Is It a Crime to Vote? 

o George Washington – Letter to the Hebrew Congregation at Newport 

o Abraham Lincoln – Speech at Independence Hall  

• After Period 3 

o U.S. Constitution 

o Declaration of Independence 

o Patrick Henry – Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death 

• After Period 4 

o William Lloyd Garrison, July 14, 1830, to Ebenezer Dole 

• After Period 5 

o Gettysburg Address 

o Abraham Lincoln – Speech at Independence Hall  

o Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments 

o Frederick Douglass – What to the Slave is the 4th of July? 

o Dred Scott v. Sanford 

o Emancipation Proclamation – Preliminary 

o Emancipation Proclamation – Final 

https://susanb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Susan-B-Anthony-1872-1873.pdf
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-06-02-0135
https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/independence-hall.htm
https://www.senate.gov/civics/constitution_item/constitution.htm
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/patrick.asp
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Primary%20Documents%20on%20Slavery%2C%201830-1840.pdf
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=36&page=transcript
https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/independence-hall.htm
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/declaration-of-sentiments.htm
https://masshumanities.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/speech_complete.pdf
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1850-1900/60us393
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/american_originals_iv/sections/transcript_preliminary_emancipation.html
https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/enslavement-to-great-migration/final-draft


o 13th Amendment 

o 14th Amendment 

o 15th Amendment 

• After Period 6 

o Emma Lazarus – The New Colossus 

o William Jennings Bryan – Cross of Gold Speech 

o Chief Joseph – I Will Fight No More Forever 

o Ida B. Wells – Lynch Law in All Its Phases 

o Plessy v. Ferguson 

o 17th Amendment 

o 19th Amendment 

o Sherman Antitrust Act 

• After Period 7 

o Mary M. Bethune – What Does American Democracy Mean To Me? 

o Executive Order 9066 

o Korematsu v. United States 

o Executive Order 9981 

• After Period 8 

o Martin Luther King Jr. – Letter from a Birmingham Jail 

o Brown v. Board of Education 

o Civil Rights Act of 1964 

o Voting Rights Act of 1965 

o Equal Rights Amendment 

o 25th Amendment 

• After Period 9 

o Amanda Gorman – The Hill We Climb 

o Obergefell v. Hodges 

o Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission 

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiii
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xiv
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xv
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/colossus.htm
https://www.andrew.cmu.edu/course/88-301/data_of_macro/cross_of_gold.pdf
https://www.judsonu.edu/uploadedFiles/__Judson_Public/Academics/Graduate/Master_of_Education_in_Literacy/Doug%20Fisher%20-%204-8%20Handout.pdf
https://voicesofdemocracy.umd.edu/wells-lynch-law-speech-text/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1850-1900/163us537
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xvii
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xix
http://neconomides.stern.nyu.edu/networks/ShermanClaytonFTC_Acts.pdf
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/what-does-american-democracy-mean-to-me-nov-23-1939/
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=74
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/323us214
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=84
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1955/347us483
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=97
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=100
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7455549
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xxv
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/535052-read-transcript-of-amanda-gormans-inaugural-poem
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2014/14-556
file:///C:/Users/todd.gragg/Downloads/oyez.org/cases/2008/08-205

